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Policy Focus: A WHO Resolution

* Before 2009 viral hepatitis not seen as a global health issue nor
addressed globally

* Alliance and its members advocated with governments for 18
months

* Alliance & WHO survey of hepatitis policy
in thel 93 Member States published May 2010
— available online at www.worldhepatitisalliance.org

* Results — 80% of countries consider viral
hepatitis to be an urgent public health issue

* Report used to push for the adoption of a viral
hepatitis resolution by the World Health Assembly
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http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/
http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/en/Policy/2010PolicyReport.aspx

Policy Focus: Bulgaria
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Policy

The government of Bulgaria considers
hepatitis B and/or hepatitis C to be an urgent
public health issue.

National strategy: A specific strategy for
the prevention and control of hepatitis B
and/or hepatitis C is not in place.

WHO Assistance

The government of Bulgaria would
welcome assistance from the WHO in
the prevention and control of hepatitis
B and/or hepatitis C in the following
areas:

* Awareness raising

* Developing tools fo assess the
effectiveness of interventions

» Surveillance




63" World Health Assembly Resolution 18

® First ever viral hepatitis resolution adopted 21.05.2010

® World Hepatitis Day will be 28" July each year — only the
4" disease-specific official WHO day

®* WHO will assess the global burden of disease

®* WHO will develop a global strategy for the prevention
and control of viral hepatitis that has ‘time-bound goals’

® Countries are urged to:

- To improve surveillance (2.1, 2.4, 2.9)
- To integrate viral hepatitis into other programmes (2.2, 2.4)
- To involve NGOs/civil society (2.2)
- To improve prevention/health promotion (2.3, 2.4)
- To improve diagnosis (2.3, 2.4)
- To improve access to treatment (2.3, 2.4)
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Policy Focus: The importance of national strategies

® 3. Requests the Director-General:

(1) to establish in collaboration with Member States the
necessary guidelines, strategies, time-bound goals and
tools for the surveillance, prevention and control of viral
hepatitis;

® Global strategy

® Regional strategies

® National strategies
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Policy Focus: WHO Global Hepatitis Strategy

Hepatitis strateqy at a glance: From WHO products to results in countries

WHO products (Attribution) In country results (Contribution)
Strategic axis | WHO products Country basic operational framework Outcome/
Plans Results impact
1. Partnership, |Support for World Hepatitis Day Hepatitis Day action - High awareness |- Reduced
mobilization and | Network of collaborating centres Centres of excellence - Absence of rates of new
communication | Civil society collaborations National patient group discrimination infections
Kesource mobilization strategy Funded national plan
Ezxternal commmunication strategy [EC strategy - Reduced
2. Data for Diseasze burden estimates Burden estimates - Evidence based, fulminant
policy and action |Impact assessment tools National sero-survey (s) cost-effective policy hﬁpﬁtitlis
Surveillance and outbreak investigation standards Sentinel surveillance sites | and plans mortality
Country profiles Coordination cell at MoH
Kesearch agenda National research agenda i Im]::hrovad
3. Prevention of |(Guidance and tools for immunization for A, B and B EFI schedule and SOPs - Imnrmnization ‘1“31“3’ of
transmission wafe health care standards and tocls BBVT prevention plans coverage increased hfﬁ, for ,
Harmn reduction tools for injection drug users IDU care programrne - 3afe health care Pfltlﬁn,ts with
Safe food and water strategies Food and water safety - Safe sex E rome
Safe sexmal practice guidance Health promotion - Harm reduction epattis
4. Screening, Screening and counseling resource package National screening plans | - Infected patients | Reduced
care and Diagnostic standards Lab S0OPs and network identified, care mortality
treatment Care and treatment guidelines for B and C National care policy / plans | provided and treated from
Trailninlg package for health care providers Nationlal currifzulluml . cirhosis and
Equity in access totreatment and dmgs Essential medicines in list g
=
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Policy Focus: National Strategies/Lessons

4 Key Ingredients

* Leadership
* Funding
* Evidence-based interventions

* Monitoring
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Policy focus - National Strategies/|2 Asks

Promotion of World Hepatitis Day as the focus for ongoing campaigns which are committed to increasing
disease awareness, reducing stigma and promoting prevention

Appointment of an individual to lead government strategy nationally

Development of an integrated approach for screening, diagnosis, referral and treatment, using the
policies, strategies and tools recommended by the World Health Organization

Commitment to increase the number of persons diagnosed with chronic hepatitis B and C infections
Commitment to reduce hepatitis-related mortality, incorporating time-bound goals

Commitment to increase surveillance and publish national statistics

Commitment to work with patient groups in policy design and implementation

Commitment to examine cases of best practice internationally in designing and implementing
programmes

Provision of affordable and confidential testing
Inclusion of hepatitis B vaccine in national immunization programme, including birth dose provision

. Commitment to safe healthcare, including the promotion and enabling of safe injection practices and the
strengthening of the safety of blood and blood products

12. Strengthening of efforts to protect, diagnose and treat migrant and vulnerable populations
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Policy Focus: Viral Hepatitis: Global Prevention &
Control report

* Resolution challenge: there’s no provision for ongoing
monitoring of progress in tackling hepatitis

* Solution: WHO & Alliance survey based on the elements of the
Global Strategy — currently being piloted, soon to be sent to all
Governments

* Based on 4 axes & 20 elements of WHO global strategy

* Report to be launched early 2013
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Policy Focus: WHO/Alllance/CDC
Global Viral Hepatitis Summit

Be the central scientific conference for public health interventions in viral hepatitis prevention
and control

Provide an opportunity for WHO to influence public health research into the most needed fields
through selection of topics/presentations/posters and interaction with global funders of research

Provide an opportunity for Member States to learn the latest data on what interventions
work best and are most cost-effective

Provide an opportunity for Member States to share experience and learnings with each
other and with the staff of the Global Hepatitis Program, especially in the development of
national hepatitis strategies

Provide an opportunity for global funders such as PEPFAR, the Gates Foundation and the
Global Fund to gain better understanding of viral hepatitis particularly where it touches their
existing programmes on e.g. HIV/AIDS

Bring together members of the World Hepatitis Alliance (currently 141 from 61 countries) as well
as associated community groups (up to 300) to consolidate the community voice in hepatitis

Provide an opportunity to upskill Alliance members, especially in the areas of advocacy, media
and PR, fundraising and governance
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World Hepatitis Day 2012

* It’s closer than you think concept
* 65+ countries participating

* Facebook app (live now)

* Guinness World Record Attempt

* Twitter campaign

* Campaign Video

Hepatitis does not

background:

* WHO and ROs activities
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Thank you!

Video presentation
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